. The first volume is a compilation of articles by U. Dyckerhoff, R. Hoekstra, M. The essays now collected present the results of original research not hitherto reported, with the exception of an up-to-date of Jan Rus' artic1e. The substantive topies and discussions are current, given the salience of ethnic polities in contemporary Latin America and ongoing debates among anthropologists, sociologists and historians. The essays in the prevailing volume are in general directed towards the past and they are interdisciplinary. Due to conference circumstances, it is not an ideal mix between Mesoamerica and the Andean region because while the latter encompasses three different countries, the former focuses exc1usively on Chiapas. Above all Mexico is missing. Therefore, I like to see this volume also as a companion to for example Frans J. Schryer 's Ethnicity and Class Conflict in Rural Mexico (Princeton, 1990) , who discusses the nature of indigenous revolts in other areas of Mexico, with many crossreferences to studies dealing with the polities of resistance in other ethnically diverse regions of Latin America. Despite this lacuna, I hope the reader will find enough of a common threat to hold the volume together.
The financial support necessary to bring the mentioned specialists from the United States, Mexico, England and the Netherlands together in Amsterdam was made available by CEDLA. With regard to the planning and organization of the seminar we benefited greatly from the capable assistance of Maria José Ramirez and Ton Salman. Kees de Groot was willing to preside over the sessions, leaving me free to attend the discussions without looking at the doek continously. J would also like to express my sencere gratitude to Christopher Lutz for mailing me adresses and telephone numbers indispensable to invite the participants.
Arij Ouweneel
March 1996
